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Please answer any THREE of the following FIVE questions. Each answer 
should be in the form of a comprehensive essay, with sketches and diagrams 
where these may be appropriate to enhance your answer. Alternatively you 
may provide your answer in point form. Each answer is worth the same 
number of marks (33.3%) 
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QUESTION 1 
 
1. Nuclear Energy Policy in South Africa.  South Africa’s nuclear 
‘agreements’ with China, Russia and others have been in the news lately. 
Discuss the major elements of South Africa’s Policy on Nuclear Energy, 
first published in 2008, and give your assessment of the progress towards 
implementing this policy, some five years later. The National Development 
Plan has recently aired some policy issues regarding nuclear power, and 
you should include these as well. 
          [33.3] 
 
QUESTION 2 
 
2. Energy Policy Formulation in Germany. The German Government’s 
‘Energiewende’ policy has seen large scale rollout out of renewable energy 
in that country. Discuss this policy, how it has affected the cost of 
electricity, the energy mix, and impacts on neighbouring countries. 
 
        [33.3] 
 
QUESTION  
 
3.  Carbon Tax. The South African Treasury is planning to introduce a ‘Carbon 
Tax’ in 2016. Discuss the background to this policy decision, and provide 
your own view of the likely outcomes of introducing such a tax. 
 
          [33.3] 
    
QUESTION 4 
 
3. Rooftop Solar and Feed-in Regulations in South Africa. At present it is 
illegal for domestic or commercial renewable energy generators to feed 
into the national grid. The National Energy Regulator has developed 
guidelines for municipalities to enable such connections to be made to 
their municipal grids. Describe the situation the municipalities now find 
themselves in, and make suggestions as to how they could or should 
proceed to implement appropriate policies.  
 
 
          [33.3] 
QUESTION 5 
 
4. The National Climate Change Response Strategy of 2004, and the 
subsequent National Climate Change Response White Paper of 2011, 
were developed by the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA). How is 
this policy being implemented, and what will be South Africa’s stance at 
the forthcoming COP21 in Paris in December 2015? 
          [33.3] 
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